
Urgent action is needed to preserve OHV parks in 
California 
The Issue: 

On Friday, February 18, 2011, the California Assembly Budget Committee voted to take $27 
million out of the OHV operating budget. This would NOT be a loan, and would continue year 
after year. It would result in closures and cutbacks to the California OHV Parks: Carnegie, Clay 
Pit, Heber Dunes, Hollister Hills, Hungry Valley, Mammoth Bar, Oceano Dunes, Ocotillo Wells 
and Prairie City. The Snow Grooming program and State Sno-Parks will also be greatly affected 
or closed. In addition, the Governor is proposing to take $21 million more from the OHV program. 
This could be the end of the OHV program as we have enjoyed it for the last 40 years. 
  
TODAY, February 23, the Conference Committee will meet in the State Capitol to iron out 
difference between the State Assembly and Senate Budget Committees. We have to influence 
the following Conference Committee members through our elected legislative representatives: 
Senator Leno, Vice Chair; Senator Lowenthal, Senator Negrete McLeod , Senator Huff, and 
Senator Emmerson, and Assemblyman Blumenfield. 

What can you do: 

ACT NOW! and contact your legislative members ASAP. Find your representatives below, and 
use the talking points that follow when you are speaking to them. You may also add talking points 
of your own. 
Contacts: 
Senator Mark Leno 
(916) 651-4003 
http://dist03.casen.govoffice.com/ 
Senator Alan Lowenthal  
(916) 651-4027  
http://dist27.casen.govoffice.com/ 
Senator Gloria Negrete McLeod  
Senator.McLeod@senate.ca.gov 
http://dist32.casen.govoffice.com/  
Senator Bob Huff  
(916) 651-4029  
http://cssrc.us/web/29/contact_me.aspx  
Senator Bill Emmerson  
(916) 651-4037  
http://cssrc.us/web/37/contact_us.aspx  
Assemblymember Bob Blumenfield  
(916) 319-2040  
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a40/  

Talking Points: 

• The budget proposes only an $11 million cut for 270 State Parks, yet a cut of $27 million 
is proposed from the OHV division which has only eight State OHV Parks. This 
represents less than  a 10% cut to State Park operations, but over a forty-percent (40%) 
reduction to the operating budget of the OHV parks. The OHV Division is a user-funded 
program, taking NO money from the General Fund.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=lhjnwzdab&et=1104626591777&s=499&e=00178f6RzbUcTBv3eXhqVTnGsxxyD_oErInkCBknS31k46MrJtb6BbuIl_KunZUH_HYia-26lEUdyKFyQPFeLAv2QMVUHuETlYshpUUMMVTb15jJticCNUOGZN7uKZmKvLI
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=lhjnwzdab&et=1104626591777&s=499&e=00178f6RzbUcTABiWTuHurWk8h_XKSbgGHrMPI3XJ7JWsStOU9ediyHWWn7DCKCid19SzocNMA7wC3Skf9MgH7CbXbTYXnErwV4H5tuGTqyP9YF83wBmKX376Yt1R10v6Mo
mailto:Senator.McLeod@senate.ca.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=lhjnwzdab&et=1104626591777&s=499&e=00178f6RzbUcTA6KkChYMR-hVqQYZxlFgWLt2CEUcrCRAzbkU4CjP3fgh2puKuGo21eFjK13Bxsy-jrWGJzr146gOXg0qhtg9mPwpB0jLedYMozdlw_hRocw0Ts0dlhZQ2E
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=lhjnwzdab&et=1104626591777&s=499&e=00178f6RzbUcTB_hqIUPfncWPJFt_kXrAXP6n3jPoMpWIXVb_GAAmEVpfr5DQwjfux1_-2aq1FxLLSZhidzXqvCawmruweQX8x_vl6s8DyWW3nyDZd6wjz-oCxntqIIxYn2sw7koapFFII=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=lhjnwzdab&et=1104626591777&s=499&e=00178f6RzbUcTA3nkN8-8ryo0pX6ylcsODd4wCce94aDGuoIJr75wDkA8PDOEIwids_bSfs1tDF42KBNRB2GCHUVFD0c7YViGqhrr_5G2blAWEa9JEqYVRqfpkrlRRSFt5lOqIlpq-Jbb4=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=lhjnwzdab&et=1104626591777&s=499&e=00178f6RzbUcTBLDtyrYKxpXR8a8uYXQ-IMe6pSgEIhcFGyadE1yy97Znmm67c661BzOETHaW8Y2buMn2sfHJmSSXMiz0Pe2jagsvynU-xFX45zJmkH8bHty34IvMRLX-s3HSLoXduEatqGUV3D02awuw==


• The State OHV Parks are all about children, offering them opportunities to recreate 
outdoors. The OHV parks encourage families to go camping, and offer urban residents 
the chance to enjoy the outdoors in a safe environment. The OHV  parks enjoyed a 150% 
increase in attendance over the last 10 years, which State Parks cannot equal.  

• The Law says the OHV division of State Parks should have equal priority among the 
other State Parks. Budget impacts should be equally shared... yet the State OHV Parks 
have had $112 million dollars taken over the last three years. Now the Assembly 
proposes to gut the program, favoring less popular State Parks. This is certainly 
discriminatory, and counter to the law. The OHV community has given more than its fair 
share of the OHV Trust Fund. These are dedicated user fees.  

• The OHV community has taken legal action for two other attempts of this kind...and the 
State has lost! We sued you and won $21.5 million. We are willing and able to do this 
again, and the State will lose even more money before all this is over. We will pursue all 
legal remedies to stop this action, and stop the discrimination against the State OHV 
Program and affiliated activities 
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